Cellular interactions with fibronectin as a model for redundant binding of cells to other extracellular matrix proteins.
Perhaps the most studied property of fibronectin (Fn) is its ability to bind to cells. Interestingly, there are multiple mechanisms by which cells can bind Fn involving as many as ten different cell surface molecules and perhaps six distinct sites within Fn. This apparent redundant binding system is not only restricted to Fn since cells bind other extracellular matrix proteins such as laminin, vitronectin and fibrinogen in a similar manner. The many binding interactions between cells and Fn may serve as a model for understanding redundant binding between cells and other matrix proteins.